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Polling Place Requirements
States vary considerably in terms of statutory requirements regarding polling places. For instance:

e 31 states mandate using public buildings as polling locations when practicable; this designation may or
may not include schools

e 19 states specifically mention using school buildings as polling locations

e 4 states specifically mention churches as polling locations, but none require that churches be available
(Delaware, Illinois, New York and Oklahoma)

e 8 states explicitly permit the use of privately-owned buildings as polling places under certain
circumstances (California, Delaware, Illinois, Louisiana, Nevada, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee)

e 3 states specifically restrict polling places based on proximity to alcohol-selling establishments (Illinois,
Louisiana and Massachusetts)

Washington and Oregon hold elections entirely by mail; therefore, polling place requirements aren’t applicable.
Of the 48 remaining states, 47 require local election officials to designate polling locations. The one exception is
South Carolina, which allows the state General Assembly to designate polling locations in certain circumstances.

Polling Place Requires or Requires or Allows use of other | Responsible Party
Statutes Encourages use of | Encourages use of locations (Local or State)
Public Buildings Schools
Alabama Not specified Board of
Commissioners
Ala. Code § (Local)
17-6-4
Ala. Code § 11-46-
95
Alaska Not specified Election supervisor
and election board
Alaska Stat. § chairperson
15.15.060 (Local)
Alaska Stat.
§15.15.090
Arizona Yes Board of
Supervisors
Ariz. Rev. Stat. (Local)

§16-248

Ariz. Rev. Stat.
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http://ali.state.al.us/hb100com.pdf
http://ali.state.al.us/hb100com.pdf
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/alcode/11/2/46/3/11-46-95
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/alcode/11/2/46/3/11-46-95
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/akstatutes/15/15.15./15.15.060.
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/akstatutes/15/15.15./15.15.060.
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/alaska/ak-statutes/alaska_statutes_15-15-090
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/alaska/ak-statutes/alaska_statutes_15-15-090
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/16/00248.htm&Title=16&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/16/00248.htm&Title=16&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/16/00411.htm&Title=16&DocType=ARS

§16-411

Arkansas

Ark. Code § 7-5-
101

Not specified

Board of Election
Commissioners

(Local)

California

Cal. Elec. Code §
12280-12288

Yes

County election
officials

(Local)

Colorado

CRSA.§1-5
102.9

Not specified

County Clerk and
Recorder

(Local)

Connecticut

Conn. Gen. Stat. §
9-169

Not specified

Registrar of voters
or legislative body of
town/ city

(Local)

Delaware

Del. Code tit. 15, §

4512

Yes

Department of
Elections

(Local)

Florida

Fla. Stat. § 101.71

Not specified

Supervisor of
Elections

(Local)

Georgia

Ga. Code Ann. §
21-2-265

Ga. Code Ann. §
21-2-266

Yes

Superintendent of
County or
Governing

Authority of
Municipality
(Local)

Hawaii

Haw. Rev. Stat. §
11-92.1

Yes

Not specified

Idaho

Idaho Code Ann.
34-302

Not specified

Board of County

Commissionets

(Local)

Illinois

10 I1.CS 5/7-41

Yes

Board of Election
Commissionets

(Local)
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http://statutes.laws.com/arkansas/title-7/chapter-5/subchapter-1/7-5-101
http://statutes.laws.com/arkansas/title-7/chapter-5/subchapter-1/7-5-101
http://law.justia.com/codes/california/2010/elec/12280-12288.html
http://law.justia.com/codes/california/2010/elec/12280-12288.html
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap146.htm#Sec9-168a.htm
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap146.htm#Sec9-168a.htm
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title15/c045/index.shtml
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title15/c045/index.shtml
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2010/101.71
http://statutes.laws.com/georgia/title-21/chapter-2/article-7/21-2-265
http://statutes.laws.com/georgia/title-21/chapter-2/article-7/21-2-265
http://statutes.laws.com/georgia/title-21/chapter-2/article-7/21-2-266
http://statutes.laws.com/georgia/title-21/chapter-2/article-7/21-2-266
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/histatutes/1/2/11%20(2)/VII/11-92.1
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/histatutes/1/2/11%20(2)/VII/11-92.1
http://law.justia.com/codes/idaho/2011/title34/chapter3/34-302
http://law.justia.com/codes/idaho/2011/title34/chapter3/34-302
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=001000050K7-41

10I1.CS 5/11-4

10 IL.CS 5/11-4.1

Indiana Yes A county executive
(Local)
Ind. Code §3-11-8
31
Ind. Code § 3-11-
8-4
Iowa Not specified County
Commissioner of
LIowa Code § 49.21 elections
(Local)
Kansas Not specified County election
officers
Kan. Stat. Ann. § (Local)
25-2703
Kentucky Not specified Not specified
Ky. Rev. Stat.
§117.065(2)
Louisiana Not specified Governing authority
of each parish
LSA-R.S. 18:533 (local)
Maine Not specified Municipalities
(local)
21-AMRS.A. §
627
Maryland Not Specified Local Board of
Elections
Md. Code, Elec (Local)
Law § 10-101
Massachusetts Not specified Alderman in cities
(Local)
MG.I.A. 54§24
Michigan Yes City, Village or
Township
Mich. Comp. Laws Legislative Body
§ 169.224 (Local)
Minnesota Yes Municipal and
County
Minn. Stat. Government
§ 204B.16 (Local)
Mississippi Yes, with permission Board of
from the controlling Supervisors
Miss. Code Ann. entity (Local)
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http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/ilstatutes/10/5/11/11-4
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=001000050K11-4.1
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/incode/3/11/8/3-11-8-3.1
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/incode/3/11/8/3-11-8-3.1
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title3/ar11/ch8.html
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title3/ar11/ch8.html
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/iowa/ia-code/iowa_code_49-21
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/025_000_0000_chapter/025_027_0000_article/025_027_0003_section/025_027_0003_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/025_000_0000_chapter/025_027_0000_article/025_027_0003_section/025_027_0003_k/
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=27364
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=27364
http://legis.la.gov/lss/lss.asp?doc=81628
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/21-a/title21-Asec627.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/21-a/title21-Asec627.html
http://www.elections.state.md.us/laws_and_regs/documents/Election%20Law%202011.pdf
http://www.elections.state.md.us/laws_and_regs/documents/Election%20Law%202011.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/Chapter54/Section24
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(liuhki55htrpc1uw43nn2l30))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-116-1954-XXVIII-POLLING-PLACES-EQUIPMENT-SUPPLIES.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(liuhki55htrpc1uw43nn2l30))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-116-1954-XXVIII-POLLING-PLACES-EQUIPMENT-SUPPLIES.pdf
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=204B.16
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=204B.16
http://www.mscode.com/free/statutes/23/015/0259.htm

§23-15-259

Missouri

Mo. Rev. Stat. §
115.115

Mo. Rev. Stat §

115117

Montana

Mont. Code Ann.
§13-3-105

Not specified

County clerk
(Local)

Not specified

County Governing

Board
(Local)

Nebraska

Neb. Rev. Stat. §
32-904

Neb. Rev. Stat.
§32-905

Not specified

County election
commissioner or
county clerk

(Local)

Nevada

Nev. Rev. Stat.

§293.437

Not specified

County or city clerk

(Local)

New
Hampshire

N.H. Rev. Stat.
§658:9

Not specified

Town Selectmen

(Local)

New Jersey

N.J. Rev. Stat. §
19:8-2

N.J. Rev. Stat.
§19:8-3

Yes, with permission
from the controlling

entity

County Board of
Elections

(Local)

New Mexico

N.M. Stat. § 1-3-7

Yes

Board of County
Commissioners

(Local)

New York

NY ELN Law § 4-
104

Yes

TLocal Board of
Elections

(Local)

North
Carolina

N.C. Gen. Stat.
§163-129

Yes

County Board of
Elections

(Local)

North Dakota

Not specified

Board of County
Commissioners for
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http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C100-199/1150000115.HTM
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C100-199/1150000115.HTM
http://statutes.laws.com/missouri/t09/c115/115_117
http://statutes.laws.com/missouri/t09/c115/115_117
http://statutes.laws.com/montana/13/13_3/13_3_1/13-3-105
http://statutes.laws.com/montana/13/13_3/13_3_1/13-3-105
http://statutes.laws.com/nebraska/Chapter32/32-904
http://statutes.laws.com/nebraska/Chapter32/32-904
http://statutes.laws.com/nebraska/Chapter32/32-905
http://statutes.laws.com/nebraska/Chapter32/32-905
http://statutes.laws.com/nevada/title-24/chapter-293/election-expenses/293-437
http://statutes.laws.com/nevada/title-24/chapter-293/election-expenses/293-437
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIII/658/658-9.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIII/658/658-9.htm
http://law.onecle.com/new-jersey/19-elections/8-2.html
http://law.onecle.com/new-jersey/19-elections/8-2.html
http://law.onecle.com/new-jersey/19-elections/8-2.html
http://law.onecle.com/new-jersey/19-elections/8-2.html
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/new-mexico/nm-statutes/new_mexico_statutes_1-3-7
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/nycode/ELN/4/4-104
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/nycode/ELN/4/4-104
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/north-carolina/nc-laws/north_carolina_laws_163-129
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/north-carolina/nc-laws/north_carolina_laws_163-129

N.D. Cent. Code counties/

5.40:21-03.1 Governing Body for
N.D. Cent. Code § ciuies
1510913 (Local)
Ohio Yes County Board of
Elections
Ohio Rev. Code § (Local)
3501.29
Oklahoma Yes Governing Board of
any Municipality
Okla. Stat. tit. 26A (Local)
§
263123
Okla. Stat. tit. 26, §
263120
Oregon
Pennsylvania Yes County Board of
Elections
25 P.S. § 2727 (Local)
25 P.S. § 1322(c)
25 P.S. § 302
25 P.S. § 527
Rhode Island Yes; schools will not County Election
be in session when Commission
R.I Gen. Laws § used (Local)
17-19-21
R.I. Gen Laws §
17-18-15
South Not specified General Assembly
Carolina (State) and County
Election
S.C. Code Ann. § Commission (Local)
7-7-10
South Dakota Not specified Board of County
Commissioners
S.D. Codified (Local)
Laws
12-14-1
S.D. Codified
Laws § 12-14-9
Tennessee Yes County Election

Commission
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http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/north-dakota/nd-code/north_dakota_code_40_21_03-1
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/north-dakota/nd-code/north_dakota_code_40_21_03-1
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/north-dakota/nd-code/north_dakota_code_15-1_09_13
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/north-dakota/nd-code/north_dakota_code_15-1_09_13
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.29v1
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3501.29v1
http://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2006/os26.html
http://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2006/os26.html
http://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2006/os26.html
http://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2006/os26.html
http://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2006/os26.html
http://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2006/os26.html
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/PDF/1937/0/0320..PDF
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/PDF/1937/0/0320..PDF
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/PDF/1937/0/0320..PDF
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/PDF/1937/0/0320..PDF
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/rhode-island/ri-laws/rhode_island_general_laws_17-19-21
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/rhode-island/ri-laws/rhode_island_general_laws_17-19-21
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/rhode-island/ri-laws/rhode_island_general_laws_17-18-15
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/rhode-island/ri-laws/rhode_island_general_laws_17-18-15
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t07c007.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t07c007.php
http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=12-14-1
http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=12-14-1
http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=12-14-1
http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=12-14-1
http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=12-14-9
http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=12-14-9

Tenn. Code Ann. § (Local)

2-3-101

Tenn. Code Ann. §

2-3-107
Texas Not specified County Clerk
(Local)
Tex. Elec. Code §
43.002
Tex. Elec. Code §
43.031
Utah Not specified “Election Officer”
(Local)
Utah Code § 20A-
5-403
Vermont Not specified Board of Civil
Authority
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. (Local)
17A, § 2501
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit.
17A, §2502
Virginia Not specified Governing Body of
County/City/Town
Va. Code Ann. § (Local)
24.2-310
Washington
West Virginia Not specified County Commission
(Local)
W. Va. Code, § 3-
1-7
W. Va. Code § 3-
1-23
Wisconsin Not specified Board of Election
Commissioners
Wis. Stat. § (Local)
5.25
Wis. Stat § 5.35
Wyoming Yes County Clerk
(Local)
Wyo. Stat. §
22-12-101

Wyo. Stat. § 22-12-
102
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http://statutes.laws.com/tennessee/title-2/chapter-3/part-1/2-3-101
http://statutes.laws.com/tennessee/title-2/chapter-3/part-1/2-3-101
http://statutes.laws.com/tennessee/title-2/chapter-3/part-1/2-3-107
http://statutes.laws.com/tennessee/title-2/chapter-3/part-1/2-3-107
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/EL/htm/EL.43.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/EL/htm/EL.43.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/EL/htm/EL.43.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/EL/htm/EL.43.htm
http://www.le.utah.gov/code/TITLE20A/htm/20A05_040300.htm
http://www.le.utah.gov/code/TITLE20A/htm/20A05_040300.htm
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/fullsection.cfm?Title=17&Chapter=051&Section=02501
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/fullsection.cfm?Title=17&Chapter=051&Section=02501
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/vermont/vt-statutes/vermont_statutes_title_17_2502
http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/vermont/vt-statutes/vermont_statutes_title_17_2502
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+24.2-310
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+24.2-310
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/wvcode/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=03&art=1&section=7#01
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/wvcode/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=03&art=1&section=7#01
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/wvcode/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=03&art=1&section=23#01
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/wvcode/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=03&art=1&section=23#01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/5/I/35
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/5/I/35
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/5/I/35
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title22/Title22.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title22/Title22.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title22/Title22.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title22/Title22.htm

*Churches not mentioned but known to be used, per New Jersey’s Office of Legislative Services
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